
 

 

 
 

Press release: 26.09.2017 

ITC launches Sustainability Map to increase 
transparency and connectivity in international 
value chains 
 

(Geneva) – The International Trade Centre (ITC) today unveiled Sustainability Map a new online 
gateway connecting businesses and producers that will help pave the way towards more sustainable 
trade. ITC launched the innovative tool during the second day of the Trade for Sustainable 
Development (T4SD) Forum, held in Geneva, Switzerland on 25-27 September. 

A freely available online platform, Sustainability Map offers users access to wide-ranging information 
related to sustainability initiatives and standards, allowing businesses to deploy better sustainability 
practices in international trade. Moreover, Sustainability Map enables users, regardless of their 
position in the local, regional or international value chain, to gain a better understanding of the 
sustainability standards that are relevant to their export markets, and to connect with business 
partners. 

‘Sustainability Map is the result of listening to our stakeholders and the learnings that emanated from 
working with firms on both ends of the value chain,’ said ITC Executive Director Arancha Gonzàlez.  
‘The Sustainability Map allows us to connect the silos, distribute benefits more equitably and give a 
voice and visibility to the upstream tiers of the value chain that have traditionally been marginalized.’ 

ITC developed Sustainability Map to allow easier access to essential information on sustainable trade. 
The main beneficiaries of the platform include micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), 
and international buyers. It is also an extremely useful tool for public-sector officials who need to 
understand how sustainable production and consumption trends affect the competitiveness of their 
key sectors and domestic exporters. 

Sustainability Map consists of four modules and builds on ITC’s already well-established online tools, 
such as Standards Map and the SustainabilityXchange, while introducing two new and interconnected 
modules, the Sustainability Network and Sustainability Trends. 

The Standards module allows users to analyse and compare voluntary standards-related data. This 
module also enables producers and businesses to carry out self-assessments of their performance 
against a range of standards requirements. The Standards module is an improved and updated 
version of Standards Map and covers more than 230 voluntary standards initiatives applicable to 
more than 80 sectors and 180 countries and territories. 

The Network module helps to increase transparency and establish a better environment for business 
engagement by connecting actors along the value chain. This virtual network enables users to share 
their business and sustainability profiles with traders, buyers, standards organizations, financers and 
others across the value chain.   

The Community module links organisations and experts committed to driving sustainable value 
chains and trade. Incorporating the existing SustainabilityXchange platform, this module provides 
insights into capacity-building information designed to empower trainers, businesses, standards 
organizations, non-governmental organizations, and governments.  

The Trends module offers access to an extensive overview of production-related market information 
on over 10 voluntary standards including the entire ISEAL membership and numerous product groups 
such as cocoa, coffee, tea, palm oil, soy and sugar, among others.  

Now its fourth year, the Trade for Sustainable Development Forum is ITC’s annual event putting focus 
on trends in sustainable value-chain development. It gathers hundreds of representatives from the 
private and public sector, researchers, and standards organizations. 

http://www.sustainabilitymap.org/
http://www.intracen.org/itc/events/t4sd-forum-2017/
http://www.intracen.org/itc/events/t4sd-forum-2017/
http://www.standardsmap.org/
https://www.sustainabilityxchange.info/
https://sustainabilityxchange.info/
http://www.intracen.org/itc/events/t4sd-forum-2017/


 

Useful resources 
 
Sustainability Map: www.sustainabilitymap.org  
Standards Map: http://www.standardsmap.org/  
 
SustainabilityXchange: https://sustainabilityxchange.info/  
 
Trade for Sustainable Development Forum 2017: http://www.intracen.org/itc/events/t4sd-forum-2017/ 
 
ITC’s Trade for Sustainable Development Principles: http://www.intracen.org/itc/market-info-
tools/voluntary-standards/t4sd-principles-and-signatories/  
 
Notes for the Editor 
 
About ITC 

The International Trade Centre is the joint agency of the World Trade Organization and the United 
Nations. ITC assists small and medium-sized enterprises in developing and transition economies to 
become more competitive in global markets, thereby contributing to sustainable economic 
development within the frameworks of the Aid-for-Trade agenda and the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals. For more information, visit www.intracen.org 
 
For further information about the platform or the T4SD Forum, please contact: 
 
Jarle Hetland 
Media and Web Officer 
Office of the Executive Director 
P: +41 22 730 0145 
E: Hetland@intracen.org 

Gregory Sampson 
Solutions Architect 
Trade for Sustainable Development (T4SD)  
P: +41 22 730 0399 
E: sampson@intracen.org  
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