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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the steering committee of the United Nations Forum on Sustainability Standards 

(UNFSS), and therefore of all five UN partner organizations of UNFSS, I wish to welcome you to this 

High Level Sustainability Standards and Certification Development Forum and  I look forward to a 

fruitful dialogue together.  

 

Let me start by saying a word on what is the United Nations Forum on Sustainability Standards 

(UNFSS).  

 

UNFSS is a joint initiative of the UN system  which brings together the 5 United Nations agencies  

that deal with different aspects of sustainability standards:  the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO), the International Trade Centre (ITC), the United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).  

 

Market-based voluntary sustainability standards have emerged in the past decades to tackle a range 

of sustainability challenges ranging from human rights abuses to environmental degradation. Today 

the rapid expansion of voluntary sustainability standards  has an increasingly significant impact, 

through supply-chain management mechanisms,  on international trade.   
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UNFSS,  founded in 2013, was created to facilitate and strengthen the effective and active 

participation of developing countries in the international dialogue on VSS. In particular, the Forum 

focuses on understanding the contribution VSS can have in helping developing countries achieve 

their sustainable development goals.  

 

Furthermore, the Forum has become more relevant, after discussions under WTO were unable to 

reach a consensus on a regular review of voluntary sustainability standards. 

 

Today, Sustainability Standards are a reality in the global market and UNFSS is the emerging prime 

intergovernmental forum for discussions on voluntary sustainability standards. 

 

Now turning our attention to the standards,  through them we aim to address three strategic policy 

issues:  

1. Internalization of environmental and social costs 

2. Promotion of sustainable production and consumption methods 

3. And, sustainable competitiveness in growing and lucrative markets, bringing jobs and 

income generating opportunities.   

 

Through them we have a potential to generate significant economic and social development 

opportunities and can help mitigate economic, food, water and environmental risks, in particular in 

developing countries.  

 

But it is crucial to move from the international level, to national implementation , where there is 

need to develop a coherent program of public policy and private initiative on making sustainability 

standards work for the benefit of all. For this we must recognize the most important drivers for 

producers to endorse standards in their production chains. These drivers are: 

(i) Facilitating access to export markets;  

(ii) Promoting innovation and improving competitiveness; 

(iii) Achieving specific sustainability objectives, including poverty reduction and the  

sustainable use of resources services;  

(iv) Avoiding prohibitive compliance costs and marginalization of small-scale producers.  

 

Our work suggests that the challenges created by sustainability standards cannot be solved through 

trade policy alone. We believe in complementary sectorial policy, technical and institutional capacity 

building, including testing and quality assessment infrastructure, and policy measures that lead to 

greater internalization of the true social and environmental costs.   



 

3 
 

 

Clearly, there is a very strong need for further partnership and cooperation in order to gather and 

exchange information on key issues related to private standards from a national perspective and 

assessing the information needs of decision-makers and other stakeholders.  

 

This Forum today represents a unique opportunity for exchange and learning on sustainability 

standards, particularly in China. It helps to link the demand of national stakeholders for information 

and exchange of experience on standards with international expertise in order to build a more 

institutionalized structure to strengthen communication.  

 

Our goal is to reach tangible access to export markets, improved competitiveness and product 

quality, and to harness the developmental co-benefits of sustainability standards. 

 

Thank you very much for kind attention. 

 


